ONE DAY IN THE WEEK…
….we restore our sense of balance, our understanding of who we really are.  We are children of God, loved by him, and we find our peace by being with him, worshipping him, responding to his love.

On Sunday we worship God, give thanks, and find our sense of wholeness restored.
In the 2014 Catholic Young Writer Award, we invite you to write about Sunday, answering the question: 

Why do Christians worship God on Sunday? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE 2014 CATHOLIC YOUNG WRITER AWARD
Sponsored by The Catholic Writers’ Guild of England and Wales and the Catholic Union of Great Britain.

Open to all Roman Catholics aged 11-18, and all students at Roman Catholic secondary schools in Britain. 
In your work – which can be in prose or poetry - you should answer the question above, showing evidence of having studied the relevant Scriptures, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and the encyclical letter of John Paul Dies Domini (“The Day of the Lord”).  You should expressly state why it is central for Catholics to be at Mass on Sunday. You might like to refer to some of the great Christian writers who have explored the question of Sunday, the Lord’s Day: the Church Fathers, the saints, modern-day Christian writers.
Your essay can be handwritten or produced on a computer, and it can be illustrated, although elaborate artwork or collage is NOT recommended.
Students may find the following Scriptures useful: Exodus  20:8-10; Exodus 31:15  Matthew 28:1;  1Corinthians 10:11;  Hebrews 10:25, and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, sections 2168-2188.

To the teacher:

This annual Award has proved popular with Catholic schools. Entries should be collected together and sent as a group: each must carry the student’s FULL NAME, DATE OF BIRTH and the FULL NAME AND POSTAL ADDRESS OF THE SCHOOL. We are happy to return entries for display in school or in the local church etc, and for this we ask that a stamped addressed envelope of suitable size and postage be enclosed.
Entries should be sent to:

Catholic Young Writer Award 2014, The Catholic Union of Great Britain
St Maximilian Kolbe House, 63 Jeddo Road London W12 9EE to arrive not later than June 30th 2014.  All entries will be read during the summer and the winner and runners-up notified during the Autumn Term 2014.
The winner of the Catholic Young Writer Award is, by tradition, invited to collect his/her award (£50 cash, plus a shield to be kept for one year, plus book prizes) at a meeting of the Catholic Writers’ Guild in London. The meeting includes Mass, dinner with Guild members, and the presentation of the Award by a guest speaker.

Runners-up receive their prizes (books) by post. The Catholic Writers’ Guild is also happy to arrange a formal presentation of the prizes at school (eg at morning assembly or similar) by a member of the Guild.
Rules

1..Entries can be handwritten or produced on a computer, must be the student’s own unaided work, and should not be more than 4 A4 pages in length. We are unable to accept entries by email.
2..Entries will become the property of the Catholic Writers Guild and the Catholic Union of Great Britain. The winning essay may be published on the website of both or either of these groups, with the author’s permission..

3..The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into.

4.Spelling, punctuation, and good English are important: the judges are also looking for a real understanding of the subject, and evidence of some serious thought and reflection.
5.This project is open to all Roman Catholic students aged 11-18 and all pupils at Roman Catholic schools in Britain.
